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Abstract

Background and objectives: According to the law on the protection and exploitation of
forests and pastures, any exploitation of natural resources by individuals or legal persons must
be done with the approval and permission of the country's natural resources and watershed
management organization. Issuing a license to exploit medicinal plants is one of the most
critical natural resource licenses. It has an implementation process. The evidence shows that
there are various issues with issuing this license. It is necessary to conduct a scientific
investigation to improve and correct the mentioned process. The upcoming research analyzes
the licensing process for medicinal plants in the field of natural resources.

Methodology: The current research is qualitative and applied. In order to identify the current
status of the sadro process and the license to exploit medicinal plants, the qualitative research
method of the focus group has been used. This research selected 64 users and 30 experts from 6
provinces. Their points of view were collected and analyzed using content analysis.

Results: The results showed that, in total, there are 23 harms in the process of exporting the
exploitation of medicinal plants, which are the multiplicity of systems and the lack of an
integrated and intelligent system, the lack of a common platform for the implementation of
processes in the provinces, the physicality of performing a large part of the processes,
unauthorized harvesting and No product license from the plantations, lack of specialized
manpower for monitoring, handing over the right of exploitation to non-native people, neglect
of some observers in declaring and including the actual amount of production and harvesting of
medicinal plants, the small financial and economic power of the operators to prepare the plan
booklet, the largest share in the pathology of the licensing process. Also, the results showed that
the average time required to obtain a license with a design booklet is 16 months. Without a
design booklet, it takes 67 days. This time to get a license to transport the product inside the
province was estimated to be 17 days on average and 23 days outside the province.
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Conclusion: Issuing a license to harvest medicinal plants is one of the most critical licenses in
the country's natural resources sector, which has its implementation process. There are various
issues and problems in issuing this license, leading to problems and dissatisfaction among the
users and, ultimately, damage to the rangelands. Therefore, taking measures to improve affairs
and reform this process is a fundamental issue that needs to be investigated and proposed a
solution. Based on the findings of this investigation, the creation of an integrated electronic
system, continuous and regular field monitoring through intrusive intrusions at the various
stages of medicinal plant exploitation, especially in the harvesting phase, with the cooperation
of the engineering system organization, the priority of the exploitation contract with natives and
local communities, and improving the motivation for public sector experts can be effective in
enhancing the process.

Keywords: Exploitation, medicinal plants, exploitation license, product transport license,
natural resources.
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Table 1. Sample size of the statistical population of the plan

Exploitation permit

Provinces
Stockholders Experts

Kerman 12 5
Semnan 12 5
Kurdistan 12 3
Mazandaran 10 5
Esfahan 12 7
Hamedan 6 5
Total 64 30
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Table 2. Exploitation of medicinal plants in Iran in 2018

Product Name Organ used Production amount (kg) Percentage of total production
Truffle mushroom all organs of the Fungus 429781 20.25
Gundelia tournefortii Flower, leaf, stem, and root 325000 15.32
Rheum ribes Leaf and stem 147000 6.93
Capparis spinosa Fruit 279000 13.15
Astraglus gossypinus Gum 89921 4.24
Ferula assa-foetida Gum 285677 13.46
Thymus kotschianus Leaf 186491 8.79
Kelussia odoratissima Mozaff. Leaf and stem 180000 8.48
Echium amoenum Leaf 73450 3.46
Pistacia atlantica Gum 65698 3.10
Myrtus communis Leaf 31650 1.49
Dorema ammoniacum Gum 558 0.03
Allium heamanthoides Onion 1600 0.08
Ferula gummosa Gum 19398 0.91
Salvia officinalis Leaf and flower 1235 0.06
Eryngium billardieri Leaf and flower 750 0.04
Total 2117209 100

Source: Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization of the Iran (2018)
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Table 3. Status medicinal plants (2018)

Indicator Unit Value
Total area of exploitation plans Hectare 3.95
Total number of plans Plan 845
Avrea of active exploitation plans Hectare 2.85
Number of active plans licensed to operate Plan 576
Withdrawal amount of medicinal products Ton 2200
Export Ton 1800

Source: Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization of the Iran (2018)
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Table 4. The status of plans for the exploitation of medicinal plants in the target provinces (2018)
Province Number of active plans licensed to operate Production Rank
Kerman 107 2
Semnan 6 19
Kurdistan 94 3

Mazandaran 8 18
Esfahan 138 1
Hamedan 45 5

Source: Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization of the Iran (2018)
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Table 5. Exploitation licensing process of medicinal plants from Iran natural habitats in the form of a plans
booklet (current status, 2001, Iran)

Time required to complete

Number Process the process
Day Month
Government Posted Office: Applicant Application Registration to Scan
1 3 -
Documents through Samat System
Receipt and control the information on the applicant's request by the city's Natural
2 . ; 3 -
Resources Office (Secretariat)
Referring to the Chairman or Deputy of the Office for the order of the operation
3 : . 2 -
to the Operation Unit
4 Review the request and refer to the expert 2 -
5 Determine the date of the expert visits and present the meeting's form 18 -
6 Submit the applicant's request from the city administration to the General Office 3 )
for review and issuance
7 Send to the Secretariat of the General Office through the web system designed for 1 i
registration
8 Referral to the General Manager or Deputy of the Forest to Review to the Office 2 i

of Operations Affairs
9 Review the request and refer to the expert 4 -
If there is a ban on harvesting existing species, notice of harvesting to the city

10 administration and notifying the applicant and ending 3 i
11 If there is no prohibition on existing species harvesting (field visit and preparing 18 )
an expert meeting)
12 Referral to the Technical Committee for review and approval of the project 3 )
booklet
13 Review of the Technical Committee expert request and referral to determine the 1 )

date of visits to the habitat
14 Field Visits of Technical Committee and Technical Committee 18 -
15 Approved Technical Committee on Implementation of Booklet in Article 3 of the 14 )
Law on Protection and Natural Resources
Announcement to the applicant to prepare a plan by law (Service Description
Instructions)
17 Provide and refer to the project booklet to the Technical Committee of the . 8
General Directorate for review and approval
18 Referring to the Expert for Studying and Fixing Technical Blas, Approval of the ) 4
Booklet on the Technical Committee
Referring to Article 3 of the Department of Talent and Exploitation for Publishing
and Contracting Contracting with the Moderator
20 Applicant Refer to the General Directorate to file an administrative procedure for
contracting, pay ownership interest
21 Announcement of Starting Operations and Harvesting Operations 1 -

16

Total 90 13
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Table 6. Exploitation licensing process of medicinal plants from Iran natural habitats without a plans booklet

(current status, 2021, Iran)

Number

Process

Time required to complete the
process (day)

10

11

12
13
14
15

16

17

Government Posted Office: Applicant Registration to Scan Documents through

Samat System
Receive and control the information on the applicant's request by the city's
Natural Resources Office (Secretariat)

Referring to the President or Deputy of the Office for the order of the operation

to the Operation Unit
Check the applicant's application and refer to the expert

Determine the date of the expert visits and present the meeting.

Send the applicant's request from the city administration to the General Office

for review and issuance

Send to the Secretariat of the General Office through the web system designed

for registration
Referring to the General Manager or Deputy of the Forest to Review to the
Office of Operations Affairs

Review the application and referral to the expert

If there is a ban on harvesting existing species, notification to the city
administration and notifying the applicant

If there is no prohibition on existing species harvesting (field visit and meeting

meeting)
Referring to the Technical Committee for review
Field Visits of Technical Committee and Technical Committee
Approved Technical Committee
Announcement to the applicant

Applicant Refer to the General Directorate to file an administrative procedure

for contracting, pay ownership interest
The end of the process and the announcement of the start of operation and
harvesting operations

1

5

10

Total

67

() ) 558 il 5 3b) 2ols QLS Jos 5sme ssbo A0 T3 -V Jous
Table 7. Transport licensing process of medicinal plants (based on Iran rules)

Number

Process

Time required
to complete the
process (day)

License

Written request of the exploiters for shipment and payment of ownership
interest (Government Share)-District
Expert dispatch to the area to weigh and estimate the amount of interest
interest (government share) and set up a meeting of the 10th session
Deposit of ownership interest (State share) by operator and presentation
Issuance of a shipping license or certificate (outside the province) with the
signature and stamp of the Director General
Issuance of a carriage (inside provincial) with the signature and stamp of
the head of the City Department

1

10

Certificate of
transporting the
product from
field to inside and
outside the
province

Total

18

Written Request for the Exporters' Union for shipping and exporting
abroad- General Office
Sending Documents to the Office of Rangeland Affairs and Review by the
Office of
Refer to the Office of Rangeland Affairs of the Forest and Rangelands
Organization for follow -up

15

License of
transfer goods to
customs

Total

23
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Table 8. The table of propositions and calculated components of obstacles and problems in the process of

licensing the use of medicinal plants by open coding method

Row Category/class Concepts and components
1 Lack of a single system platform and multiple systems
5 Systemic and The physicality of a large part of the process (t.radit-ional and manual system), lengthening
the processing time
structural problems ] ) ) ) ]
3 (platform) Lack of unity of procedure and integrity of the process in the provinces
4 The large number of users and the time-consuming administrative work of obtaining
permits between the city and the general office
Unauthorized harvesting of products exceeding the volume specified in the contract
Non-observance of technical tips and recommendations contained in the contract by the operator
; Lack of proper definition of the spatial unit of the area in the plan booklets
(Saman Arfi, Berdarfi area, city)
8 Problems in the field Handing over exploitation to non-native people and not using local communities and the
of instructions and occurrence of destructive behaviors
9 rules Cumbersomeness of the current laws of exporting products and selling raw materials
10 Lack of transparency in the provision of licenses and governing relationships on the rules
11 Absence of a comprehensive monitoring and supervision system with feedback
1 The same approach in issuing licenses for the cultivation of medicinal plants and licenses
for harvesting from habitats
13 Lack of technical familiarity of users with how to use pharmaceutical products
14 Lack of sufficient manpower in natural resources departments for monitoring
15 Unlicensed withdrawals by small scale operators
16 Observers' oversight in announcing and including actual production and harvesting
(known as years)
17 Little financial and economic ability of the users to prepare the plan of by-products and
Structural and medicinal and edible plants
18 operational problems Lack of a financial mechanism to review plans for xploitation of by-products and
medicinal plants
19 No insurance of by-products
20 The high interest rate of ownership
21 The high cost of preparing the plan by consultants
” The existence of obstacles and problems in the field of bank facilities to the users for the

implementation of projects
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